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pany of resolute men put themselves on the road
with him; but at the end of ten days there remained
to him only six companions, the rest turning back on
account of the hunger which pressed them. The six
go with him [107] many a day’s journey, and in fol-
lowing the tracks of a little black beast, come upon
the Cabin of their man, who warns them not to par-
take of what a woman who was to be present should
offer them for the first time. Having obeyed him,
and having upset the dishes upon the ground, they
perceived it was only venomous reptiles she had
presented to them. Having refreshed themselves
with the second course, it was a question of bend-
ing the rolled bow, which not one of them suc-
ceeded in doing, except the young man in whose
behalf the journey had been undertaken. He re-
ceived it as a gift from his host, who invited him to
take a sweat with him, and, upon emerging from the
sweat-box, metamorphosed one of his companions
into a Pine tree. From there they advanced to the
Village of souls, whence only three returned alive,
and all frightened, to the house of their host; he en-
couraged them to return home with the help of a
little meal, such as the souls eat, and which sustains
the body wonderfully. He told them, moreover,
that they were going to pass through woods where
Deer, Bears, and Moose were as common as the
leaves on the trees; but that, being provided with
so marvelous a bow, they had nothing to fear, that
[108] they would be very successful in the chase.
Behold them returned to their Village, with every
one around them rejoicing, and learning their differ-
ent adventures.

Forsan et hec olim meminisse juvabit, when these



